
TIM FhmoraMeEhon Gak@Y
Chairmm Subcommittee on Native ArnerkA

andlnsular Afihks
U.S. House of Representatives
Waahin@ork D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your April 30, 19%, ktter requesting Administration support to adopt a
fkvorabk policy toward the ~ Islands’ proposal to conduct a ftibiity study for
the disposai of low-ievel nuclear waste.

.

The AdnMsm tion position of non-suppofi was developed through coordination with
other Federal agencies and the conv~ of an interagency working group involving the
D~~ents of Statq Defense, the hsterior, and Energy. h a July lx meeting this

interagency group examined this issue of disposal of spent nuciear fia high-level
AioacAve wast% and other nuciear materials. T@ also reviewed the proposed Marshall
Islands f~biity study for a h@-level nucl= waste fkdity. In November 1995, the
interagencygroup convened again to review a proposed feasibtity study involving only
low-level nuckar waste. Mer each of these meetings, the Department of State verbally
advised the Marshall Islrmds Govemment that the United States held a position of non-
support for either the high-level or the low-level feasibility study proposals. In so doing
the United States Government also urged the MarshaIl Mands Governmentto consider the
views of its regional neighbors, some of whom are on record as opposing this nuclear
storage fidity.

Both these decisions reflect the economic, environmental, and political problems attendant
to this proposal. The Marshall Islands, as a sovereign government, could still pursue this
proposaL but the United States does not have speciiic legal authority to participate in this
proposal. We have advised the Depmtnwnt of State, by copy of this letter, of your
interest in this proposal.

Sincerely,

A?/&&
Had R O’ba.ry

cc: The Honorable Eni F.H. Faleomavaega
Ranking Minority Member

Ms. Suzanne Butcher
Director, Office of Pacific Island AfFairs
Department of State


